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posters and talks at most of the relevant society 
meetings this summer and fall.  Members of ISBE 
are urged to go to the site, read over the lists of 
proposed terms, think about the logical ordering of 
the terms, and submit suggestions for changes and 
improvements using the Forum pages on the website. 
Note that before any standard can be posted, 
reasonable definitions of each term must also be 
provided. The workshop participants could only 

begin to tackle this larger task, and ISBE members can 
be of great aid by finding terms with which they are 
familiar, and proposing relevant definitions on the 
Forum pages. We need your input. Without it, no 
“standard” will be useful or survive later scrutiny. 
Please help. There will be a second meeting in Spring 
2005 to collate and integrate the cumulative input. 
 

 
Minutes of the 2004 ISBE Business Meeting 

International Society for Behavioral Ecology Business Meeting 
Jyväskylä, 14th July 2004.  
Agenda 
1. Local organizing committee 
2. Journal report 
3. Newsletter editor’s report 
4. Treasurer’s report 
5. Report on Ethodata 
6. ISBE 2006, 2008 
7. Other business. 
The President, Jack Bradbury (JB), conducted the 
meeting. Approximately 40 members were present. 

JB thanked Malte Andersson, now the Past President, 
for his work on behalf of the Society. JB announced 
that David Westneat was retiring as Editor-in-Chief 
and being replaced by Andrew Bourke. JB thanked 
both for their extraordinary work for the Society. JB 
also announced that the executive had voted to add 
another editor to the journal team. 

1. Hannu Ylönen reported for the local 
committee. There were 910 participants at the 
meeting, with 330 contributed talks, 9 plenary 
lectures and 410 poster presentations. 40 
participants, mainly from eastern Europe, had 
been financially helped to attend the meeting, for 
a total cost of approximately 5000 Euros. 

2. The journal report was given by David 
Westneat (DW) and Cathy Kennedy (CK) 
(Oxford University Press). 

CK reported that Behavioral Ecology is going 
against the current trend for most journals of a 
strong decline in institutional subscriptions: 2002, 
379 subscriptions; 2003, 385; 2004, 376. Many 
institutions now access journals through 
consortium arrangements, which usually means 

few new institutional subscriptions. Membership 
numbers are declining, in common with other 
societies. Behavioral Ecology was made available 
by the Press free to 256 institutions in developing 
countries in 2003 and to 363 in 2004. 

The impact factor of the journal is increasing 
steadily, and last year was slightly above Animal 
Behaviour. 

DW reported that there had been 369 submissions 
in 2003. So far this year there have been 198, 
giving an expectation of 380 in 2004. 

The editors are pleased with the new web-based 
submission system. The time to a first decision 
used to be more than 90 days. In 2003 this was 75 
days and so far in 2004 is 54 days. In 2003 the 
journal received 499 reviews, with reviewers 
providing 1.7 per person on average, with a 
maximum of 9. The journal has a low acceptance 
rate, with 50 of the 369 submissions in 2003 
accepted. This is less than 20% and DW would 
recommend a target rate of 25-30%. 

There is a publication backlog. In 2003 the time 
from acceptance to publication was 54 weeks. This 
will be down to 36 weeks as the Press will publish 
approximately 300 extra pages in the first two 
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issues in 2005. The goal is to have the hard copy 
published 12-16 weeks after acceptance. The 
online publishing time is 9-10 weeks after 
acceptance, with a goal of 6 weeks. An article 
could be published 4 months after submission is 
everything goes well. DW thanked the Press for 
their good work in the collaboration. 

Gunilla Rosenqvist retired as Editor last fall. 
Naomi Pierce will begin as Editor in September. 
DW thanked both for their work and willingness. 

3. Ken Otter (KO) gave the Newsletter Editor’s 
report. 

The Newsletter’s main functions, in addition to 
carrying Society news, are to publish book 
reviews, conference and workshop reports and 
commentaries. It should appear twice a year, with 
the June and December issues of the journal. The 
target is to have 4-5 book reviews, 1-2 
commentaries and 1-2 conference/workshop 
reviews per issue. KO encouraged members to 
register their interests so he can build a database 
of reviewers. Past Newsletters are available in an 
on-line archive at the newsletter website. 

4. Walt Koenig gave the Treasurer’s report. 

The Society’s finances are in good shape, with 
around $130,000 in the bank. The journal is now 
making a profit, from which the Society receives 
around $20,000 per year. Members are encouraged 
to make suggestions to the Executive on how to 
spend the money. 

5. Ethodata. 

JB reported on this new project to set a standard for 
behavioral data (see announcement on page 5-6). 
Please consult the website and give feedback to JB. 
(http://ethodata,comm.nsdl.org)  

6. Future meetings. 

JB reported that the 2006 meeting cannot be held at 
Cornell and so the dates have been swapped with 
Tours, originally planned for 2008. Marc Théry is 
leading the organizing committee for Tours 2006. 
Preparations are well underway and a leaflet was 
distributed at the meeting. The Society Executive is 
very impressed with the state of preparation and 
with the meeting site. 

7. There was no other business. 

 
Paul Ward 
ISBE secretary 

 
 

Reports from the Editor-in-Chief, Behavioral Ecology 
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief’s Report: The State of Behavioral Ecology 

The biennial meetings provide an opportunity to report 
to the membership of ISBE information about how 
Behavioral Ecology, the society’s journal, is faring. 
The 2004 meeting in Jyväskylä was the first chance 
the editors have had to assess two major changes 
associated with the journal; the switch to the web 
based submission system and the change in editorial 
structure (from offices in both Europe and North 
America to the Editor-in-Chief model). Discussions 
before and during the meeting indicate that from 
nearly everyone’s perspective, the changes made have 
been good ones and the journal is very healthy.  

Oxford University Press, the publisher of BE, is quite 
pleased with the journal. Cathy Kennedy, Oxford’s 
representative, reported that institutional subscriptions 
have continued to rise, in opposition to the trend for 
most other journals. The citation rankings are steady at 

about 2.4-2.5, putting BE ahead of Behavioral 
Ecology and Sociobiology and on even footing over 
the past two years with Animal Behaviour. Since 
2002 when the journal earned back the initial start-up 
cost, it has also been making money, to the benefit of 
both Oxford Press and ISBE. 

The health of the journal is also evident to the 
editors. In 2003, the journal received 363 submitted 
papers, an increase of approximately 25 over the 
previous year. At the time of the meeting, nearly 200 
submissions had been received, and we are 
projecting handling about 385 papers this year. This 
load has significant effects on the competitiveness 
for acceptance; so far, we have accepted 50 of the 
papers submitted in 2003 (14%). A sizeable number 
of papers are still in revision and may be accepted, 
but we anticipate a final acceptance rate for 2003 




